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Supporting Each Other in the Wake of the Bondi Tragedy

A Message to Our Playgroup Community

Playgroup Victoria stands with the Jewish community in sadness and solidarity following the
horrific attack during a Hanukkah celebration at Bondi Beach. While this was an act of hatred and
terror directed at Jewish Australians, it is also an attack on the sense of belonging and shared
values of compassion that underpin our society.

We also recognise and acknowledge the distress this tragedy may cause within Muslim
communities. We know that you may be feeling isolated or unfairly associated with actions that
do not reflect your faith or values. As an organisation, we reject Antisemitism, Islamophobia and
all forms of racism. We stand firmly with both the Jewish and Muslim communities including
through the playgroups they run and participate in. We reaffirm our commitment to creating
inclusive spaces across Victoria where every child, parent, and carer feels

safe, valued, respected and supported.

As the peak body for playgroups in Victoria, we know that community, understanding and care
begin in the earliest years — in the spaces where families come together to connect and support
one another. Playgroups are places where diversity is celebrated, and where children learn what
empathy and respect truly mean through the example of those around them.

The following article, Holding Children (& Each Other) in the Wake of Violence & Hatred from the
Tedi Blog, offers some guidance for supporting children and one another emphasising

care and honesty. Using a framework of safety, calming, self and collective efficacy, connection,
the article provides some useful tools for parents and carers to use to support their children
during this time.

Holding Children (& Each Other) in the Wake of Violence & Hatred

Our organisational value of Compassion and Empathy guides and underpins our actions and
reactions. “Through an understanding and awareness of our biases towards

experiences, feelings and emotions, we focus on understanding and responding with support,
without trying to solve the pain and issues of others. We demonstrate this through relationship-
centred practice. Through reflective practice we can better understand ourselves in order

fo understand and support others.”

For support you can contact:
e Lifelineon 13 11 14
e Beyond Blue on 1300 22 4636
e Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800

You can contact us on 1800 171 882 or Contact Us - Playgroup Victoria.

Please note that our office will be closed from 4pm Friday the 19th of December 2025, reopening at
9am Monday the 5th of January 2026.
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