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By KATRINA BRANDON, 
STEFAN BRADLEY AND 
DAVID BRAITHWAITE

NEW homes are underway as part of the 
Big Housing Build project throughout 
Victoria, with seven social homes cur-
rently close to being completed in Moe.

The government will deliver 1300 
social and affordable homes across 
Victoria through the $1 billion Regional 
Housing Fund, and has announced that 
of the first 1000 homes, 65 will be built 
in “Outer Gippsland”, including Latrobe 
Valley, Wellington and East Gippsland 
shires, and 110 in “Inner Gippsland”.

Minister for Housing and Member for 
Eastern Victoria Region, Harriet Shing 
visited Moe last week, to announce 
that the build in Moe will be done in 
time for Christmas. The project aims 
to provide housing to people in need, 
including victim/survivors of family 
violence and those at risk or experienc-
ing homelessness.

The state government has invested 
$91 million into the Latrobe Valley 

region to create 219 new homes; 102 
homes have been completed, and 117 
are underway. Overall, $228 million has 
been invested within the Gippsland area 
to create 540 new homes.

The Moe development results from a 
partnership between Homes Victoria 
and Community Housing Victoria Ltd. 
The state government invested more 
than $2.3 million in the project.

Within the development, energy 
efficiency was considered in the 
construction of the buildings so that 
residents could keep cool in summer 
and warm in winter.

“We are in the process of transforming 
social housing across the state. As part 
of our investment of more than $6.3 
billion, we have invested $1.25 billion 
of that in regional and rural Victoria,” 
Ms Shing said.

“They (the homes) are bright. They 
are modern. They are energy efficient. 
They meet all of the requirements for 
accessibility. They also have great stor-
age and are really places people will be 
proud to call home.

“We want to really make sure that 
we are building housing that meets 
people’s needs, that is close to train 
stations, healthcare, primary education, 
and childcare, and also close to where 
people work as our population grows.”

The $6.3 billion is being invested 
through the Big Housing Build and 
Regional Housing Fund, and has more 
than 10,000 homes underway or com-
plete right across the state, and nearly 
5000 households are moving in or have 
moved into brand new homes.

Ms Shing told the Express that 
between now and 2028/29, the state 
hopes to deliver around 1900 new 
social and affordable homes to meet 
the overwhelming demand for units, 
townhouses and apartments.

One of the project’s objectives is to 
ensure that planning approvals hap-
pen faster to help expand the housing 
market. The project also hopes to allevi-
ate the costs of people finding homes 
specifically for their occupation. 

“The Minister for Regional 
Development, Gayle Tierney has a 

$150 million fund. Here in the Latrobe 
Valley for example, we have accommoda-
tion and housing for seven healthcare 
workers in Moe who provide aged care 
services on-site,” Ms Shing said.

“This is the sort of model that will take 
pressure off of the existing system, and 
the private rental market will enable 
the shortage of workers across aged 
care, healthcare, and early childhood 
education to be met because we don’t 
see that shortage of housing and accom-
modation is something that keeps people 
away from being able to move to regional 
Victoria or to stay in regional Victoria.”

Member for Gippsland East, Tim Bull 
however maintains there are fewer 
homes in many local government areas 
(LGAs) across the state. 

“The reality of it is, we have less homes 
in many local government areas across 
the state, including Gippsland. There are 
less social housing homes in Wellington 
Shire Council and significantly less in 
the Latrobe Valley,” he said.

Continued - Page 2 

Parents Maddie Kennedy from 
Moe and Traralgon’s Rochelle 
Aland, eight-month-old Ellie, 
Lola (2) and Logan (3) had a 
blast at the local Children’s Week 
celebration in Newman Park. 
STORY - PAGE 23STORY - PAGE 23
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Pace & Associates Lawyers can 
take care of all your legal needs.

Now at 68 Seymour Street, Traralgon

Wills & Powers
of Attorney

Family Law Employment Law Crime, Traffic Offences 
& Intervention Orders

– 0

– 1

– 2

– 3

– 4

– 5

– 6

– 7

– 8

– 9

– 10

– 11

– 12

– 13

– 14

– 15

– 16

– 17

– 18

– 19

– 20

– 21

– 22

– 23

– 24

– 25

– 26

– 27

– 28

– 29

– 30

– 31

– 32

– 33

– 34

– 35

– 36

– 37

– 38

news www.lvexpress.com.au

 The Latrobe Valley Express, Wednesday, 30 October, 2024 — Page 23 

Picture perfect picnic, play for Children’s Week
By KATRINA BRANDON

MORE than 150 people celebrated Children’s Week 
with a Teddy Bear Picnic, enjoying the warmth of 
the sun and the coolness of the shade in Newman 
Park, Traralgon.

The picnic was brought on by Playgroup Victoria, 
which is working towards further unity between 
Latrobe Valley playgroups.

Playgroup Victoria FLAG Officer, Shascha 
Reese-Sharam said: “The event came about from 
us looking at all of the playgroups in the area, 
and we were like, 'we need something that brings 
playgroups together and showcases all the amazing 
work these volunteers and employees put into 
making their playgroups absolutely amazing 
week-by-week'.”

“We decided for Children's Week to make a huge 
Teddy Bear Picnic. This is it, with over 150 people 
in attendance. It has been a fantastic turnout.”

Ms Reese-Sharam said the group aimed for 50 
to 80 people to attend, and were excited to see 
attendance well exceed that number. 

Ms Reese-Sharam added it was encouraging to 
see that everyone was keen to get involved on the 
day, and they had had over eight organisations 
come together to celebrate Family and Children's 
Week (October 19-27).

The group is already considering making it a 
yearly event. 

“Due to the enthusiasm the community has 
shown today, we definitely will be back to do it 
all over again," Ms Reese-Sharam said. 

"We would love for people to be involved, so keep 
an eye out on our socials when it comes close to 
Children’s Week.”

Family: 
Traralgon 
mother 
Danielle with 
Layla (3) 
and Lenny 
(1) enjoying 
a day out 
at Newman 
Park during 
a Playgroup 
Victoria 
event. Sharing: Traralgon’s Leni (3) and Lola (4) had 

fun at Playgroup’s Children’s Week event in 
their hometown.  Photographs: Katrina Brandon

Fun: Playdough was a favourite for Traralgon’s 
Leni (3) during Children’s Week.

Creative: Amelia (2) from Churchill at the 
picnic.

ST MICHAEL'S Primary School Grade 1/2 
students took to Scienceworks for an excursion. 

Students had the opportunity to consolidate 
their learning and explore the fun exhibitions 
on display. 

Some of the students shared that their favour-
ite activities were the air playground, the sound 
room, and the Cathy Freeman running race. 

Students attended an exciting and interactive 
presentation about toys and forces, discussing 

how different toys, new and old, require push-
ing, pulling and forces of gravity to be used.

The day was full of laughter and making 
meaningful learning connections to what 
students have been learning in class. 

Many students expressed their gratitude for 
the fun filled day, also emulating the values 
being explored within the whole school program 
'The Resilience Project'.

Hands-on: Kit, Elise, Harper and Sebastien exploring the flow of air by building their own ‘air 
tube tunnels’.  Photographs supplied

St Michael’s students learn via 
interaction at Scienceworks

Turning Red for dyslexia
ST Paul’s Anglican Grammar School students 
banded together wearing splashes of red to dem-
onstrate inclusivity during the Red for Dyslexia 
Awareness Day.

Throughout the day of creativity, engagement and 
critical thinking, students from the Traralgon junior 
school all had the chance to participate in a paper 
plane competition that encouraged connection and 
inclusive participation.

With the only guidelines being that there is no 
limit to the creativity of the project, there was no 
student or staff member left behind as everyone 
was given the chance to soar.

The day was filled with information about dys-
lexia, providing educators a great opportunity to 
inform students on different ways they can support 
their peers who have dyslexia.

Duo: St Paul’s students Amara and Khanh.  Photograph supplied

To join the Express Birthday Club please post full details
(including postal address and phone contact)

to 21 George St Morwell 3840 or
email reception@lvexpress.com.au
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MONDAY 28 OCTOBER
Ava Carpenter turns 5

Cillian Tolsma turns 4

TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER
Brody Seymour turns 10

Emmersyn Dewsbury turns 6

 THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER
Adalyn Kitwood turns 6

FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER
Jude Morsink turns 12

Dominic Hales turns 9

SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER
Phoenix Geisler turns 12

Bronson Conol turns 9

Declan Harding turns 12

Briar Coffey turns 3
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