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Federal funds to set up Playgroups, stock toy libraries

Child's play is
just the start 
Susie O'Brien 
Brittany Busch

Children \,ill have more play­groups and toy libraries thanksto a federal funding boost.
libraries offering loan playequipment \\ill be given anextra $150.000 to establi�h IOnew centres in areas of grO\,thand dJsadvantage. 
And 50 existing toy libranes \,ill be given money for resour­

Ce5 and toys for children whoneed extra support. includingthose with autism and ADHD. Other investment nationallyhas led to the creation of 27intergenerational playgroups -whrch bring together kids, par­ents and grandparents - withfunding for 273 more over thenext three years. 
Social Services M inrster Amanda Rishworth said thou­sands of playgroups and toylibraries across the country"provide welcoming spaces forchildren and their families 10learn to 10\ e learning and bondthrough pliyn 

Playgroup Australia·s Patri­cia O'Donovan said the meas­
ures would "enhance accessibility of playgroups forchildren and families with mul­tiple and comple.x needs. FirstNations families. and familiesfrom culturally and lrnguisti­cally di\'erse backgrounds". 

Tor Libraries Australia chiefexecutive Debbie Williamssaid such libraries broughtmany benefits. 
ff\Ve look forward to openingmore accessible and affordable

toy libraries in communitieswho are the most impacted bycost-of-living pressures:· shesaid. 
Grandmother Tess Galearuns the Arnolds Creek Grand­parents Playgroup and said itallowed extended families tocome together. 
"I l's just wonderful," she said."We'\'e got about 12 grandpar­ents that come, with 13 grand­children. There's a lot ofplaygroups for mums and dads:this one is exclusively for the grandparents. l\'<, just one-on-

one time you don ·1 usually get•The grandmother of four saidshe first went to an intergener­ational playgroup for some­thing special to do with her nowII-year-old granddaughter. and had since taken each of her other grandkids. 
"I'm waiting for my youngestchild to have children so l can

keep it going." she said. 
toi,llbrarles.org.au/flnd·a•toy­
llbrary 
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Fran Lode wfth.,andaughter Freya, 2. at Arnolds Creek
�� Picture: David Smith

Cops vow 
to keep 
marching 
Regan Hodge

\'1ctona Police ha, e \O\\ed toreturn lo the annual \hd,um­ma Pride !\larch d�p1te theugly dash between an e\tn�m-1.'>t anti-police group am.I ofli­Cl'r, last SundJ) 
SI K1IJ,1\ annual pndl• 

march de,cendeJ 111to chaos 
last weekenJ a� tht' group of 
prote�ter, tool-. ,um at police 
supporting lhe 111,1rch 

The group doused officer., 111 
pamt and coffl'l' and chanted 
slogans ,uch ,Is ·cops 1-.111 
queers .. and .. hot101m. top�. we 
all hate cops" 

But the st.1tr\ top cq1 ,J), 
the force ··won't be• fnghlt'ne<l 
off· by the rebellious group and 
vo,wd to rt'lurn in 2U2'i 

When asked whethrr hc•J 
return to the fe'-111 al ne,t year 
Victoria Police Chief lomrn1,­
sio11er Shane Patton ,,ud he 
"absolutely .. would 

··we are about 111du,111t�
we·re about demon�trat111g our 
support for the LGRTQI \· 
commun111. for our memh,:r\
as well ... • he told 3,\\\' on
Thursday. 

··we want to engag,: ,, 1th
those commu111l1L'' aml '"-' 
want the confiuence from 
those communities in us. 

"We won't be frightened off. 
we'll be going back next year 
unless we're prohibited for 

I some reason. 
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