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In 2012, National Playgroup Week, Australia’s annual celebration
of play and Playgroups will be held from
Sunday 25 March to Sunday 1 April.

Thousands of families will gather in parks, playgrounds,
community halls, backyards and even zoos to celebrate the value
of play and Playgroups in early childhood development.
This year’s theme, Serious fun! Discover Playgroup,
recognises the importance of play in the lives of under school age
children and their families. It also encourages people new
to Playgroup to see for themselves how Playgroups help children
learn through play and the valuable opportunities
they offer for parents and caregivers to establish social
and support networks.
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~ Call your Playgroup Association 1800 171 882 www.nationalplaygroupweek.com.au
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Playgroups:

® Are for children under school age. Unlike other early childhood
programs such as kindergarten, preschool and child care, parents
attend Playgroup with their children.

® Offer babies, toddlers and young children a wide variety of early learning
experiences and aim to provide opportunities for children to learn through play.

® Also provide parents and caregivers a chance to meet and share ideas
and experiences.

® Typically meet weekly for a two hour session. Community Playgroups are
run by the parents, grandparents and other caregivers.

® Are not-for-profit and costs are kept low.

® Commonly meet in community and neighbourhood centres, health
clinics, preschools and kindergartens, parks, church and scout halls, and
private homes.

® Are an early childhood development model unique to Australia, and they
have been operating for 45 years.

Did you know?

® Playgroup-aged children are at a stage of rapid brain and skill development, and
play is vital to healthy growth.

® Play-based learning in the formative years enhances a child’s educational
potential, as well as social and psychological well-being.
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